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Marple Newtown School District
2005-2006 Acceptable Use Policy

User:_______________________________Staff  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Student  FORMCHECKBOX 
ID No.________Class/Homeroom:_______Teacher:______________
Marple Newtown School District provides computer equipment, services, and network access for educational purposes only, under supervision of appropriate District personnel. (Educational purposes are defined as those purposes directly related to a Marple Newtown School District assignment, project, job or function for which the user is responsible.) Access to District resources is a privilege that carries with it the responsibility for proper use of those resources and computing facilities. MNSD recognizes that most computer users are responsible; however, the actions of irresponsible users can disrupt and interfere with the privileges of other users and with the operation of the District Network. 

Use of the District Network and Internet provides great educational benefits to students. Unfortunately, some material accessible via the Internet may contain items that are illegal, defamatory, or potentially offensive to some people. MNSD provides filtering software on all computers which blocks certain visual depictions and other inappropriate Internet content, in compliance with current legal guidelines consistent with the Children’s Internet Protection Act.  In addition, the District may monitor the Network and Internet activity of any user.  Access to the Network and Internet is given as a privilege to students and staff who agree to act in a considerate and responsible manner. We require that staff, and students and parents or guardians read, accept and sign the following rules for acceptable network behavior. 

1. Users are responsible for good behavior on the Internet just as they are in a school building. General school rules for behavior and communications apply. 

2. Network storage areas are District property and are available at the discretion of the District. Administrators may review files and communications to maintain system integrity and ensure that users are using the system responsibly. 

3. The following are not permitted on computers located within our schools: 

 Participating in chat rooms, instant messaging, bulletin boards, or news groups, or accessing email for personal purposes;

·  Attempting to bypass District filtering services or network security;

 Sending or displaying offensive messages or pictures, using obscene language, or harassing, insulting or attacking others;

 Damaging computer, computer systems, network computers. (This includes, but is not limited to, installing or downloading software, removal of mouse balls, changing settings on the hard drives or display properties.) 

 Violating copyright laws;

 Using another person’s password or giving your password to another person;

 Trespassing in or damaging another person’s folders, work, or files; or attempting unauthorized access to either District or Internet networks;

 Intentionally wasting limited resources, including electronic chain letters; messages broadcast to mailing lists or individuals; and participating in networked games or activities;

 Employing the network for commercial purposes;

 Revealing any personal information, including personal address or phone number of yourself or any other person without permission from your supervisor;

Inappropriate computer use or violation of any of the above regulations may result in suspension or loss of computer access, as well as other disciplinary or legal action as determined appropriate by District Administration.  Persons responsible for supervision of students are responsible for prevention and reporting any inappropriate use of District resources.

I have read the rules for acceptable behavior, understand the rules, and agree to comply with the above stated rules. 

User Signature:________________________________________________________ Date:_______________________
As the parent or legal guardian of the student signing above, I grant permission for the above student to access networked computer services such as World Wide Web browsers or electronic mail. I understand that some materials on the Internet may be objectionable, but I accept responsibility for providing guidance to the above student on the Internet use both inside and outside school–setting and conveying standards for the above student when selecting, sharing, or exploring information and media. 

Parent or Guardian Signature:______________________________________________Date:_________________________
