
 
MARPLE NEWTOWN SCHOOL DISTRICT 
ACADEMIC COMMITTEE MEETING 
THURSDAY, September 10, 2009 
 
PRESENT: Committee:  Dr. Jeffrey Shapiro, Mrs. Dana Kauffman, Mr 
 

Board:  Mrs. Nancy Galbraith, Mr. Richard Sokorai, 
Mr. Fred Dewey 

 
Administration:  Dr. Merle Horowitz, Dr. Constance 
Bompadre, Mr. Richard Slonaker, Mr. Chris Lee 

 
Press:  0 

 
Audience:  4 

 
1.  Call to Order  2.  Pledge of Allegiance 
Dr. Shapiro called the meeting to order.  Pledge was said at CIT Meeting. 
 
3.  Approval of the Minutes 
The Minutes from August 13, 2009 were approved by the committee. 
 
4.  Approval of the Agenda 
The Agenda was approved by the committee. 
 
5.  Discussion/Informational Items 
 
5.01 District Writing Plan for Science and Lab Reports 
Dr. Bompadre provided the committee with the District Writing Plan for Science and Lab 
Reports.  Science teachers have been trained using the PA Rubric and Domain Scoring 
Guide.  Science teachers will be required to have students show evidence that they have 
an expertise in writing formal lab reports.  This summer Mrs. Mecouch held a workshop 
and brainstormed with teachers on what a good lab report should look like.  Students will 
be required to write formal lab reports two times a year that will be evaluated based on 
the Pennsylvania Writing Standards.  Science Supervisor Sue Mecouch will review the 
lab reports once they have been evaluated and scored. 
 
5.02 Matrix for Science Curriculum 
Dr. Bompadre presented the matrix created by Mrs. Mecouch.  She noted that the matrix 
is broken down by grade in elementary and middle school and by content at the 
secondary level.  Essential questions are being developed at the elementary, middle and 
secondary level. 
  
 
 



 
Dr. Bompadre mentioned that the state has just notified the district that the standards for 
science at the elementary and middle school level may be changing.  We are currently in 
good shape in regards to the alignment of content to the standards.  It was also noted by 
Dr. Bompadre that assessments are based on essential questions.  Mrs. Mecouch would 
like to work with teachers on benchmarking. 
 
Dr. Horowitz said that if the focus changes in a test then realignment may occur in the 
content. 
 
Dr. Shapiro asked to speak about essential questions and how they relate to alignment in 
content and process.  Dr. Bompadre responded by saying that when teachers develop 
lessons based on standards and our curriculum, they are being asked to develop some 
basic questions.  Questions help guide the teacher in planning lessons.  Dr. Horowitz 
explained that essential questions are big ideas or broad ideas.  Dr. Bompadre will ask 
supervisors to share some examples of essential questions when they present their content 
update to the Board.  
 
Dr. Shapiro asked for the matrix that was requested at the last meeting.  The matrix is to 
present the timeline for standards to be developed and implemented for the number of 
labs in all Science courses at the High School that have lab periods.  The Committee was 
given this information at the last meeting for two levels of Chemistry.  Dr. Bompadre will 
speak with Mrs. Mecouch and share that information at the next Academic Committee 
Meeting. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:15 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Carolyn Paine 


