American Literature Critical Analysis Pathfinder

If you follow the steps below, finding information for your author will be much easier. 

1. Who is your author? ________________________________________

2. What work(s) did you read by this author? ______________________

_________________________________________________________

3. What is your topic for the critical analysis research? _______________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

4. Use the index in the most recent CLC (Contemporary Literary Criticism) to access information about your author and the many critiques written about your author’s work(s). Be certain that what you select and photocopy is actually about your topic.
5. Determine keywords for searching __________    __________     __________     __________     __________     __________

6. Use the OPAC (Online Public Access Card Catalog) and search the nonfiction and reference collection for any resources on your author and/or topic. Use your keywords! Write down the call numbers and retrieve the titles. Be certain that what you select and photocopy is actually about your topic.
7. Use Power Library and your keywords to locate magazine/newspaper article(s) on your author, title(s), and/or topic. Again, use your keywords!

8. Use the Barnes and Noble website – www.barnesandnoble.com -- and the Amazon website – www.amazon.com -- to access reviews. Remember that these are NOT criticisms.

9. Use the Google search engine to locate websites on the World Wide Web. Use your keywords to search. Keep in mind accuracy, reliability and authority when scanning your websites. To this end, utilize the attached. Your keywords will be most helpful here!

